
North Grafton Elementary School   Parent-Teacher Group

Minutes of Meeting – September 7th, 2011
WWW.NGES-PTG.ORG

Opening:  Lynne Everling called the regular meeting of the Parent-Teacher Group to order at 7:00 p.m. and began with introductions and welcoming everyone to the meeting.  Present:  4 board members; Lynne Everling, Marci Palmer, Kerrie Clarke and Kelly Olvert. 35 parents were present along with Mrs. Plainte, Mrs. Mason, Mrs. Papazian and Mrs Perch.
1-2.  
Approval of Agenda/Minutes/Treasurer’s Reports

Approval of the Secretary’s Minutes from June, 2011 was motioned, seconded and unanimously approved.

Approval of the Treasurer’s Report from July and August, 2011 was motioned, seconded and unanimously approved.

3.  
New Business: 
PTG Board Positions: The board is looking for a co-treasurer to help Kerrie Clarke and a Co-Secretary position.  The board is hoping to have the co-chair shadow for the year and ultimately take over the following year.  The position would be for a 2 year term.  Nancy Pauluaskas has volunteered to co-chair Treasurer.  A motion was made to make the position official.  All in favor and no one opposed.  Please contact a board member if you are interested in co-chairing the Secretary position.
Volunteers / Fundraisers:
Summer Reading Pancake Breakfast:  Will be held on Friday September, 16th.  8 to 10 volunteers are needed to cook and serve pancakes for the students.  Please contact a board member if you would like to help. 
Walk-A-Thon: Linda Terry gave the update.  The second annual Walk-A-Thon will be held September 21-23 during recess. The funds generated from this event will be used to buy tennis equipment for the Phys. Ed. Department and any remaining funds will go toward enrichment programs in the school.  Pledge sheets went home in back packs with detailed information.  Volunteers are needed to check off lap cards, cheer the kids and set up the course.  Rain plan is in the works.  A rain date may be needed or coming up with a plan to use the gym.  
Community Reading Day: Kathleen Rocco gave the update.  The second annual community reading day will take place on October 11th.  It kicks off the school wide Books and Beyond program and highlights the importance of reading.  Last year we had the Fire Chief, the Post Master, Mrs. Plainte and more.  The new Sherriff, Lew Evangelidis is coming to read to a classroom.  Each class will have their own community reader.  The kids get really excited and enjoy the day.

Pizza and Game Night: This is a fundraiser and a community event.  It will be held on Friday, October 14th.  Families are invited to come have a pizza dinner with salad, cookie, and drink for a small price.  GameWright is a game company that is here with a many games set up to play in the gym.  The games are available for purchase at the event.  Teachers have a wish list of games they would love for their classroom that families can purchase. Co-Chairs and volunteers are needed to run this event.  

Budget Requests:  
An overview of the budget was presented at the meeting.  It showed what has been budgeted for the past 2 years and what we are projecting to spend this year.  It was highlighted that it is important to know the bulk of our fundraising happens at the end of the school year.  What we make the previous year is what we have to spend this year.  Currently we have $46, 313 to spend for the 2011-2012 school year.  The official budget will be voted on at next months meeting.  Grade level curriculum materials was also highlighted.   Last year we gave each classroom $100 to spend on curriculum materials.  This year each classroom was given $300 to spend.  Mrs. Mason, the first grade, grade level leader and Mrs. Perch, the second grade, grade level leader presented new curriculum materials needed to support new curriculum programs that are being used this year.  Explanations, examples and support were presented to us.  The money would come out of the Grade Level Curriculum Materials line item and the remaining would be used out of the Mini Grant line item.  Please see Treasurer Nancy Paulauskas and Kerrie Clarke for break down on cost of specific material for each program.  A vote was made to use money from Grade Level Curriculum Materials and Mini Grants to pay for Curriculum Materials.  All were in favor, no one opposed.  All allocations will be shown in the monthly Treasurer’s report.
4.  
Committee Updates:

Enrichment:  Kathleen Rocco gave a brief update.  An Enrichment budget is being put together for the board.  The fundraising money that we raise goes to fund programs for the children.  There are 4 programs for the entire school. Examples for first grade are: Frogs & Toads and Dinosaur Day.  Second Grade: Magnets and Kindergarten has the Zoo Mobile to name a few.
ASEP: Marci Palmer gave the update.  The fall session begins October 11th and runs for 6 weeks.  There will be a winter and spring session as well.  Classes are being held on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.  We are need of many volunteers.  Some classes being offered are: Dance It Up: Hip Hop, Apple Tree Arts, Legos and no bake cooking.  

Book Fair: Jen Thomas gave the update.  There are three book fairs throughout the school year.  Fall, Spring, and Buy One Get One (happens at the end of the school year).  The flyer will go home in back packs and volunteers are needed to help students to write wish lists (especially the younger students).  Jen is looking for another co-chair or someone to shadow her because she will not be here next year to run the fairs. A vote was made to take all profit in cash instead of the Scholastic dollars.  We would get 25% of sales and bonus scholastic dollars to divvy among the teachers.  All were in favor to take the book fair proceeds in cash.  

5.  
Principal’s Report:  Mrs. Plainte thanked all the parents and teachers for coming to the meeting.  She was impressed by the parent turnout. Her first official day was August 22nd and is very excited to be at NGES.  She talked about NGES being a “Learning Organization” and stressed that all students will learn.  She touched upon the “Daily 5”, “Math Workshop” and “Readers Workshop” which are all terms we will hear and learn about this year.  She visits every class room every day and is impressed with the staff and students here.
6.
Parent Input:   There was no additional Parent Input tonight.
7. 
Guest Speaker:   Dr. Cummings, Grafton Public Schools Superintendent.  Dr. Cummings came to our meeting and spoke about how he has been assessing the district and feedback is incredibly important to him, parent input is critical.  There is a lot of change on the immediate horizon.  Dr. Cummings spent time answering individual questions from bus conflicts, curriculum, district challenges, to transitions for the kids.  

Lynne Everling adjourned the meeting at 8:03
Minutes respectfully submitted,

Kelly Olvert, PTG Secretary  


